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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding 
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occupat ional and specific program m es for employers. For further inform at ion visit  our 

qualificat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com  or www.btec.co.uk. Alternat ively, you can 

get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com / contactus. 
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standards and raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  more 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com/ uk 
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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners must  

m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the 

last . 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for om issions.  

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according 

to their percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All marks on the m ark schem e 

should be used appropriately.  

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be 

prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which marks will be awarded and exemplificat ion m ay 

be lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team leader m ust  be 

consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Assessm en t  cr i t er ia :  Pap er  2  

 
Maxim um  total m ark for each quest ion is 30. These m arks break 

down as follows:  

 com m unicat ion and content  – m axim um  18 m arks available 

 knowledge and applicat ion of language – m aximum  6 m arks 

available 

 accuracy of language – m axim um  6 m arks available 

To t a l :  30 m arks m axim um  per quest ion. 

 

 

Com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  
Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

Mark range Descriptor  

0  –  1  Lit t le or no relevant  com municat ion. 

 

2  –  4  

 

Lit t le relevant  inform at ion with m uch am biguity and many 

om issions. 

Often incoherent .  

 

5  –  7  

Main points of the task com pleted but  there m ay be som e 

irrelevance, om issions or repet it ion. Minimal level of response with 

lit t le descript ion or opinions. Not  easy to read. 

 

8  –  1 0  

Majority of task com pleted and relevant . There m ay be som e 

irrelevance caused by a m isunderstanding of the task. There is 

som e evidence that  the student  can go beyond a m inim al response 

due to som e expansion of ideas and opinions as appropriate to the 

task. Som e at tem pts to link the piece together as a whole. 

Som et im es am biguous. 

 

1 1  –  1 4  

 

 

Responds fully to all,  or nearly all,  of the task. Task clearly 

understood. 

Evidence of both opinion and descript ion as appropriate to the 

task. The piece is clear and has som e coherence. May be rather 

pedest r ian or alternat ively, som ewhat  over-ambit ious. 

 

1 5  –  1 8  

Task clear ly understood and responds fully to the task. Abilit y to 

narrate, expand, give full descr ipt ions and express opinions as 

appropriate to the task. Piece is clearly linked together, coherent  

and relevant . Pleasant  to read. 
 

2 m arks will be deducted if the required form  of writ ing in the quest ion 

is not  adhered to.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Kn ow led g e an d  ap p l icat ion  o f  lan g u ag e 
Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

Mar k  r an g e Descr ip t o r  

0  –  1  Lit t le or  no language worthy of credit .  

 

2  

 

Very lim ited language which rest r icts and impedes 

com municat ion. 

Language is basic and inappropriate.  

3  

 

 

 

 

 

Lim ited vocabulary and st ructures which are just  adequate to 

task. 

Language is basic and som et im es inappropriate to task. 

Sentences are usually short , although syntact ically m ore or 

less correct . Occasional use of standard idiom . Som e errors in 

correct  format ion and use of verbs. Pre- learned, set  phrases 

predom inate. Use of adject ival or adverbial phrases is not  

always successful. 

4  

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary and st ructures are adequate to task. Language is 

appropriate for purpose. Style is basic and correct  when using 

short  sim ple sentences and com municat ion is not  impeded by 

this. Som e difficulty with longer sentences where syntax is not  

always correct . I diom s are used with part ial success. 

5  

 

 

 

 

Evidence of a range of vocabulary and st ructures appropriate 

to narrat ive and descr ipt ion, for exam ple expressing opinions, 

just ifying ideas and points of view. Som e use of com plex 

st ructures. Shows abilit y to m anipulate language to suit  

purpose, although this m ay not  always be successful. 

6  

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary and st ructures com fortably equal to the task. 

Variety of 

vocabulary, idiom  and st ructures appropr iate for narrat ive and 

descript ion, for exam ple expressing and just ifying opinions, 

ideas and points of view to avoid repet it ion. Confident  use of 

more com plex st ructures. Clear abilit y to m anipulate language 

to suit  purpose. 

 

Accu r acy  o f  lan g u ag e 

 
Mar k  

r an g e 

Descr ip t o r  

0  –  1  Lit t le or no language worthy of credit .  

2  
Errors occur so regularly as to im pede com municat ion. I solated 

examples of correct  language. 

3  
Many errors but  m ain points com m unicated. Som e correct  

const ruct ions. 

4  
 Fair ly accurate. More than half of what  is writ ten is free from 

errors.  

5  Generally accurate with m ost  st ructures being correct .                  

6  
High level of accuracy, though not  necessarily fault less. 

Orthography generally well m astered. Use of com plex language.  



 

Mar k in g  Gu id an ce 

 

Q1:  I nform al let ter to cover different  changes happening during 10 

years of absence. 

 

a.  Changes in em ploym ent . 

b.  Changes in educat ion. 

c. Changes in personal life. 

d.  Changes in social life. 

e.  Future am bit ions and plans. 

Q2:  Art icle to cover:  

 

a.  The moral value of work. 

b.  The financial reward from  work. 

c. Reference to different  careers and their financial and m oral 

impact . 

d.  Charitable work and its ivaluable m oral sat isfact ion. 

Q3:  A report  about  Wom en role in the Arabic society to cover:  

 

a.  The current  status of the wom en’s role in the Arabic society. 

b.  The expected ideal role of wom en in the Arabic society. 

c. The social t reatm ents of wom en. 

d.  The social barr iers. 

e.  The relegious concept  with relat ion to the role wom en in the 

society. 

f.  The importance of wom en in developing the society. 

Q4:  A speech about  the best  way to bring up children to cover:  

 

a.  Adults are the role m odel for children. 

b.  Adults should watch their  behaviour to be good example to 

children. 

Q5:  A formal let ter to the environm ent  m inister  using persuasive 

language to request  the increase of the spending on recycling projects 

to cover:  

 

a.  The benefits of recycling general and household waste. 

b.  The financial befits of recycling. 

c. Generat ing job opportunity. 

d.  I m proving the count ry’s image. 

e.  Reducing the pollut ion and health hazards. 

Q6:  Narrat ion of events relevant  to the im ages in the provided picture 

which m ay include exhibit ions, photography, art ,  tour ism .  

 


